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“We know our stuff”

Girl’s Night Out Thursday, Nov.14th

TAX FREE ALL DAY!!!TAX FREE ALL DAY!!!
PLUSPLUS -  Ladies from 5-8 p.m. -  Ladies from 5-8 p.m.
   PICK YOUR    PICK YOUR 
   DISCOUNT!   DISCOUNT!

For a MINIMUM of 13% UP TO For a MINIMUM of 13% UP TO 
50% OFF YOUR PURCHASE!50% OFF YOUR PURCHASE!

Enter ourEnter our
FREE FREE 

DRAW!DRAW!

““The store for women who care”

TAX FREE
STOREWIDE!

ALL DAY THURS. NOV. 14TH

Open until 7 p.m.Open until 7 p.m.

The largest 
selection of 

Manitobah Mukluks 
in the area.

Stop by to enjoy 
some punch 

& snacks when 
you check out 
all of our great 

gift ideas!

TAX FREE 
STOREWIDE!*

5:30-8:00 p.m.  
Thursday, Nov. 14

*Excludes all YETI products

Need a break from 
your shopping?

Be sure to stop at

$6 glass of wine or $20 a bottle on select wines
Plus featured appetizers on Thurs. Nov.14thon Thurs. Nov.14th

Special!Special!

““We w oe knnow ou uff

TAX FREE 

STOREWIDE!*

5:30-8:00 P.M.  THURSDAY, NOV. 14

*Excludes all YETI products

5-8 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 14 

TAX FREE*
STOREWIDE
All Regular Priced Merchandise.
*Excludes prescription & codeine products.

Our Our 
BIGGEST BIGGEST 

Girls Girls 
Night Out Night Out 

yet!yet!

PHOTO 
BOOTH SETUP
Like & share our 

FB post. Comment 
with your photo 
to be entered for 

a gift card. 

Spend $25 & 
guess the amount 
of goodies in the 

jar...CLOSEST 
GUESS WINS 

THE JAR!
GIFT GUIDE 

SALE PRICES!
DAINTIES 
& DRINKS 

AVAILABLE!

TAX FREE ALL DAY TAX FREE ALL DAY 
& EVENING!& EVENING!**
Plus...Samples all day!

*On regular priced 
  merchandise. FREE DRAW FREE DRAW 

for a GIFT BASKET!for a GIFT BASKET!

Thursday, Nov. 14 - OPEN TILL 8 P.M.

Participating Scott Street businesses in downtown Fort Frances 
invite all girls to take advantage & have fun with our

Many businesses are staying open until 8 p.m. 
offering tax free deals, special draws, food samples & give aways.

Join the fun on...Girls Night Out!
in downtown Fort Frances THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER 14TH

So grab 
your friends 

& come out for 
some fun!

Great Girls 
Night Out 

Deals!

RRDSB partners with author to promote writing skills
By Ken Kellar
Staff writer
kkellar@fortfrances.com

Students at the Rainy River 
District School Board (RRDSB) 
will be getting a rather unique 
learning experience this year.

Following a visit from au-
thor Sigmund Brouwer during 
the last school year, the board 
announced at its last monthly 
meeting that Brouwer would 
serve as the writer-in-residence 
for the school board for the 
2019-2020 school year.

Brouwer, a prolific author of 
stories for children, teens and 
adults, brought his Story Ninja 
program to students at schools 
in the district at the end of the 
last school year, as well as the 
Fort Frances Library over the 
summer. The program aims to 
get students excited about writ-
ing, thus improving their skills, 
by teaching them how to write 
effective stories.

“It’s a pretty simple theory: 
every story starts with a prob-
lem that gets worse then gets 
solved,” Brouwer explained. 

“And whether you’re in kin-
dergarten or in Grade 12, we’re 
all capable for that at our own 
levels. Writing is a delivery sys-
tem for story, so we want to be 
good writers so we can better 
deliver our stories”

This year, as writer-in-resi-
dence, Brouwer will be using 
aspects of the Story Ninja pro-
gram in order to help students 
across the board with their writ-
ing and literacy skills.

“I feel a lot of what I’m doing 
is just trying to engage kids and 
motivate them with the story 
aspects,” he said.

“The teachers are doing all of 
the hard work in the classroom, 
and I’m just sharing a few Story 

Ninja tricks and all of us are try-
ing to get them to have a great 
attitude about who they are as 
young authors.”

Brouwer’s previous visit to 
the district is what led to his 
current appointment as writer-
in-residence, something Cross-
roads principal Sharla MacKin-
non said was beneficial to both 
students and staff members.

“When we had him here 
for the two days [last year] I 
realized his engagement with 
the students and staff were ex-

tremely powerful,” MacKinnon 
noted. 

“And then so it kind of sprung 
from a chance meeting of hav-
ing him here and realizing his 
connection and powerful words 
engaging the students and staff 
at that time . . . I talked to the 
staff, they all had said at that 
time that because of his style, it 
was the best PD they had had 
for themselves to try to learn 
how to move student writing 
forward and it was an area that 
we were kind of struggling with 

here.”
MacKinnon noted the au-

thor’s enthusiastic presentation 
of his material helped students 
connect with the lessons he 
was giving them about writing, 
and that he in turn cared about 
helping the students learn.

“He’s incredibly engaging, 
and the students really feel val-
ued,” she said.

“He would definitely be en-
gaged himself in helping them 
and wanting to make their writ-
ing better. I know even last 

week we were talking and he 
said ‘Okay, what are our next 
steps? I want to make sure this 
isn’t just a one-off. We want 
to have an impact, we want to 
make sure that your kids are 
going to become better at writ-
ing.’ We’re fortunate enough 
that he’ll be able to visit us 
twice throughout the year for 
individual visits.

“It went well for all of us, we 
seemed to connect,” Brouwer 
said of the workshops he had 
with students last year. 

“My focus, as you know, is 
‘If you give us a reason to 
write’—and story is one of the 
best reasons to write–‘then we 
will write more because we’re 
enjoying sharing stories.’ And 
the school board here is really 
focused on literacy, so I think 
we’re all looking at it as one 
more arrow in a quiver of help-
ing our kids be better readers 
and writers.”

Part of being writer-in-resi-
dence for the school board is 
checking in with the students 
as the school year continues, to 
keep them inspired and share 
elements of his own process 
with students.

“I’ll be able to do drop in 
classroom visits with live vid-
eo,” Brouwer elaborated. 

“We’re setting up a website 
with free downloads, they can 
read my books, and I’ll also 
have video instructions so the 
kids will get reinforcement of 
the Story Ninja approach. And I 
want to emphasize, the teachers 
are doing a great job, this is just 
one more tool for them to use 
in the classroom.”

MacKinnon said it’s valuable 
to have a person outside of stu-
dents’ day-to-day school life be 
a part of the learning process.

“I think the students know, 

in our building or in any school 
building, that the adults that are 
in the building care about them 
and want them to do well,” she 
said. 

“But as soon as an outsider 
shows such an ambitious feel 
towards really wanting to make 
a difference . . . I think that they 
can pick up on his energy and 
they feel like, ‘Oh yeah, I want 
to be like him!’ It’s important 
to have role models that are 
positive in order to look up to, 
especially male authors—they 
seem to be probably more few 
and far between than female 
role models in our buildings.”

While it’s too early to say 
whether this program will con-
tinue past the current school 
year, MacKinnon said she sees 
value in having Brouwer share 
his lessons and enthusiasm with 
the students.

“I do think it’s important, like 
in teaching we do talk about 
using mentor texts in order to 
teach concepts with students,” 
she said. 

“This is kind of like the next 
level, where we have mentor 
humans, it adds that extra level 
of engagement to student learn-
ing and understanding.

“Also, I really am a strong 
believer in helping kids tag a 
memory to their learning, and 
I think that they will remem-
ber when Sigmund Brouwer 
came to their school, and what 
Sigmund Brouwer had taught 
them,” MacKinnon continued.

“They won’t necessarily al-
ways remember what every 
teacher has taught them—I 
mean, we hope so—but I do 
think that it helps us solidify 
some concepts that have been 
tried for years.”

Author Sigmund Brouwer worked through an exercise with Mrs. Moxham’s Grade 5 class at 
Robert Moore School last Wednesday. Brouwer is serving as the writer-in-residence for the 
Rainy River District School Board this year, bringing some of the techniques from his Story 
Ninja program to students to help promote writing and reading skills.             —Ken Kellar photo
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